
REACH OUT AND SPEAK UP!

TEXAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

While they may need some amendments, in general we support the language in the

draft TEKS and encourage you to adopt them.

Students need access to medically accurate, abstinence-plus sex education, which

teaches topics like contraception, prevention of STIs, and healthy relationships, in

addition to abstinence. I support the abstinence-plus language in the draft TEKS. 

The draft TEKS include developmentally appropriate information on consent, including

respecting the boundaries of other people. Consent is a foundational topic of healthy

relationships. Please support the draft language on consent. 

The draft TEKS do not have any content that mentions LGBTQ individuals. With a

wealth of data pointing to the positive mental health outcomes of a supportive peer

and school environment for LGBTQ youth, the TEKS should at a minimum include

teaching respect for all people, regardless of sexual orientation and gender

identity. 

We need you to email your SBOE member in support of abstinence-plus sex education.

Here are some messages you can use in your email. 

For the first time in two decades, the Texas State Board of Education (SBOE) is revising the

minimum curriculum standards for sex education. This is a historic opportunity, but we need

your help. Reach out to your SBOE member and let them know that you support sex education. 

To find your SBOE member, visit

wrm.capitol.texas.gov, or use your smart

phone to open your camera app, scan the

QR code on the right, and input your

home address. You can email your

member at the listed address. SBOE

members may have full time jobs outside

Introduce yourself, and

share if you're a subject

matter expert, or have

lived experience. 

Storytelling changes

minds! Share a

compelling personal

story to make your

point. 

Look for common

ground, and always be

courteous. 

Say thank you!

Advocacy Basics

of their unpaid work on the Board, and unlike state legislators, they

do not have offices, official phone lines, or staff dedicated to

constituent correspondence and policy issues. They may be slow to

respond or even unresponsive. If you don’t immediately hear back

from them, wait a few days and then follow up again.

The SBOE is made up of 15 elected officials, 10

Republicans and 5 Democrats, who set education policy

in Texas. The SBOE is revising the Health Education

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills, or TEKS -- the

minimum curriculum standards for health topics,

including sex education. A series of workgroups have

written draft standards, and now the SBOE is preparing

for a vote. 

On September 8 - 11, the SBOE will hear public

comment, debate amendments and cast preliminary

votes on the draft TEKS. 

On November 17 - 20, the SBOE will debate

amendments, cast final votes, and adopt the new TEKS.  

What to Say

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.TEXASISREADY.ORG.
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